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it can scarcely be allowed that Churchill wrote of
'canting tabernacle brothers' and 'she-saints who . . .
talk about God and lust for man3 for the mere satisfac-
tion of offering a gratuitous insult; this was not his way.
We know of at least one she-saint of ill repute, besides,
of course, pious Mrs. Needham,* who stood in the
pillory. This was Mother Douglass, the well-known
bawd, mentioned in Paul Whitehead's Epistle to Dr.
Thomson (or Thompson); she is also painted at full
length by Foote in The Minor, as 'Mrs. Cole5, and by
Johnston in Chrysal as 'Mrs. Brimstone5; and she was
alleged to be the hypocritical associate of George White-
field the preacher.t Johnston presents a scene of brawl-
ing and looseness in which Whitefield appears in quite
as unfavourable a light as does the old lady; 'the rest of
the night was devoted to mirth, and concluded with a
song in character by each of the company, of which
Momus's was the most humorous, . . . the matron's the
loosest, and the doctor's' (i.e. Whitefield's) 'the most
daringly profane'. If Whitefield's withers were unwrung
(and Cowper indignantly claims this for 'Leucono-
mus'J), it seems that the charge went home to other
members of the canting brotherhood. Anstey, with a
kind of surreptitious innuendo that is slightly reminis-
cent of Sterne, makes it clear enough that he looks upon
the wheedling type of Methodist as a lecherous hypo-
crite; and adds a footnote to the effect that it was the
Papistic as well as the Methodistic practice to convert
* The Dunciad, II, /. 324.
f See also Graves, The Spiritual Quixote (1772).
J v. Hope, for his account of Whitefield, whom he there
calls Leuconomos.